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inTroduCTion
Christianity started penetrating the Baltic region rather early: at the beginning of 
the eighth century, the anglo-saxon missionary Willibrord baptised several dozen 
young people of danish descent from Jutland, and started training them for missio-
nary work in their native land.1 The same practice in training missionaries chosen 
from among the local people was carried out in Friesland (Frisia) in the eighth and 
ninth centuries, and in other european oecumene.2 laymen were also involved in 
missionary work, as is laid out in the hagiography devoted to st anskar. The Birka 
city prefect Herigar (Herigarii), baptised by St Anskar, as a representative of power, 
preached to people who gathered at a meeting.3 also, as is mentioned in rimberto’s 
Vita anskarii, a school was established to train ordinary people, and even slaves.4 The 
training of widows and peasants was referred to in hagiographies devoted to st otto 
of Bamberg.5 efforts were made to explain the truths of Christianity and standards 
of Christian life in the local language. Thus, for example, in the 11th century, King 
swen (sweyn) of denmark encouraged sending missionaries who came from local 
tribes, rather than foreigners.6 in the first half of the 13th century, st otto of Bam-
berg, who carried out missions among the Polabian slavs, addressed them in the 
local language.7 The education of local catechumen and their training for missionary 
activities was referred to in a papal bull by Pope innocent iii in the early 13th century 
devoted to Godfrey, Abbot of Łękno, who carried out missions among the Prussians, 
and in other bulls devoted to the Cistercian Christian, a future Prussian bishop.8
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